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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE 
POLICY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

MEETING OF DECEMBER 3, 2007

12:45 – 2:07 p.m.
Bartlett Conference Room
Offices of the Human Relations Commission

320 W. Temple Street, Suite 1184, Los Angeles, CA  90012

COMMISSIONERS  PRESENT:

Vito Cannella              Eleanor Montaño 
Susanne Cumming      Sandra E. Thomas 
Adrian Dove 
           

COMMISSIONERS NOT PRESENT:
Felipe Agredano 
Tong Suk Chun

Donna Bojarsky
Judy Coffman
Zedar E. Broadous      Albert DeBlanc

Mario Ceballos  
Kathay Feng                        



            Lea Ann King
STAFF ATTENDING:


Robin Toma 

Lisa Hart
Richard Verches
Grace Löwenberg
Ava Gutierrez

Borden Olive

Elena Halpert-Schilt
Joshua Parr









GUESTS:




None



1.  Call to Order/Flag Salute and Moment of Silence 
Meeting was called to order at 12:35 p.m. Commissioner Cumming led the flag salute and moment of silence.  
2.  Approval of the November 5, 2007 Minutes 

It was MSC (Cannella/Thomas) to approve the minutes of November 5, 2007 as amended.   
3.  President’s Report
3.1 All Commissioners and all staff are invited this year to the first joint Holiday Party put on by both the LA City and LA County Human Relations Commissions.  It will be on December 10, 2007 at 5:30pm at the newly refurbished L.A. Theater Center.  The arrangements were pulled together between the Presidents of the two commissions as a first step in collaborating on issues of mutual concern.
3.2 There was a brief discussion on the potential Civil Rights and Human Rights implications of the February 2009 migration of all uhf and vhf television broadcast from analog to digital, leaving all the currently utilized Bandwidth available for possibly people empowering bi-directional communication.  
3.3 The President Dove reported on the Commission’s sponsorship and participation in the Interfaith Call to Justice Conference, at Temple Isaiah on 11/11-12/2007 where he and Robin Toma respectively introduced LA County Federation of Labor President Maria Elena Durazo and Rev. Cecil Chip Murray of USC. HRC staff and students from zerohour schools participated in a youth track program that was very well received.  The conference was a great success and zerohour youth committed to continuing to engage in interfaith efforts.  
4.    Executive Director’s Report
Director Toma distributed the monthly Program Activity Summary to all Commissioners. He called attention to a significant increase of over 600,000 in the number of hits on both of the Commission websites (www.lahumanrelations.org and zerohour.com in FY ’06-07 over the previous evaluation period. Mr. Toma reported that the Board of Supervisors had approved the County’s FY ’07-’08 budget. The Commission’s Appropriations level is an increase over the previous year and the staff increased from 23.5 to 25.5 to handle an increased workload.  The CEO has cautioned however on the risk of potential reductions due to anticipated deficits in the state budget which is set to be promulgated on January 8, 2008. 
Teens Make a Difference Day Commendations:
Teens Make a Difference Day was held on October 27, 2007 under the leadership of Deputy Director Richard Verches and Intern Juan Huezo. It helped raise the profile of HRC’s zerohour program.  HRC and partners received commendations from the Board for their efforts on this event and we plan to implement it again next year.
5.   Public Comment: None
6.   Discussion/Action Items  
6.1  Update on Palmdale Case:  HRC’s assigned staff  Joshua Parr provided an overall timeline of events, beginning on September 18, 2007.  Three parent meetings have been held, protesting the improper actions of the School Security Police.  Palmdale Police Department and Unified School District deny any improper treatment on the part of their employees.  City of Palmdale officials asked all members of community to sign a letter asking outside individuals and organizations not to interfere with follow-up activities to address this incident.  The City and District Attorney also asserted it was their opinion that the incident was not racially motivated.  Mr. Parr distributed copies of a calendar of events and a parent’s report of improper treatment by the same School Security staffperson involved in this event.  It was submitted to the school prior to this event.  Mr. Parr summarized the current charges against students and their parents.  It was recommended that the Antelope Valley Human Relations Task Force be asked  to  organize an inclusionary  process to incorporate  people from community and both 

sides of this issue to develop a mutually-agreed upon approach.  There will be a meeting on December 
18, 2007 to coordinate parent and community efforts.  The final Court date for the students will be January 7, 2008.  President Dove directed that if the contractor in this case is SCLC they should be directed specifically to go out and secure a copy of the mother’s arrest report and a copy of the actual cell phone video recording beating for the Commission’s review of the real story. 
6.2  Consideration of Hosting the Joint Conference of  International Association Of Human Relations Agencies / National Association of Human Relations Workers (IAOHRA & NAHRW) in Los Angeles in November 2009. The Executive Director recommends that we postpone hosting this national convention we have been solicited to accept until 2009 or 2010. This would provide more time to involve other agencies (like DFEH, LA City HRC, etc.) in the area to co-sponsor this undertaking. 

6.3   CAHRO Statewide Conference is set to be held in Sacramento on January 6 & 7, 2008: The President advised that all Commissioners were invited to attend.  No Commissioners have attended this convention for the past 12 years.  The Commissioners planning to attend are Agredano, Dove, Montano and Thomas.  Thirteen staff members are planning to attend. They are  Executive Director Toma, Deputy Director Verches, Assistant Director Halpert-Schilt, Massengale, Hart, Hoff, Wong, Olive, Maryland, Cacho, Parr, Brown and Guerra.

6.4   Follow-up on Chancellor’s and Sheriff’s reports re Trade Tech Racial Profiling sweeps:  HRC has not received reports on investigation by Trade Tech staff.
6.5   Follow-up on Photos of Commissioners in Lobby.  President Dove requested that Ava Gutierrez forward all digital images of Commissioners to him this week with a schedule for completion so the 8x10 photos can be framed and hanged in the HRC lobby.  
6.6   Review of Contractor’s list for Hate Crime Victim Assistance Initiative:  President Dove directed that the Commissioners be provided with a list of all the hate crime incidents that each contractor has investigated over the course of their respective most recent contract year.  
6.7   Attendance record spread sheet for all Commissioners for the past four years:  The Commission President directed on this date that the staff provide a spreadsheet reflecting all Commissioner attendance or absence from Commission meetings during the most recent program years over the past four program years to be discussed with each of the Commissioners.
7.   External Committees and Affiliations
7.1   Corporate Advisory Committee:  The next meeting is proposed for January 2008 at the Music Center of L.A. It will feature the new Regional Attorney at EEOC, Anna Park will present trends of complaints and cases EEOC is handling.  All Commissioners are invited. 
7.2   Media Image Coalition Special Program:  The “Freedom Writers’” event was finally held at the Sherry Lansing Theatre on Paramount lot on Saturday December 1.  It was a great success with full attendance by zerohour students as well as MIC members and HRC staff.   Although 
Commissioner Eleanor Montaño was the only Commissioner present and she reported that it was an excellent program with a good spirit. Assistant Director Elena Halpert-Schilt was present and voiced sincere appreciation for all staff and volunteers who made the event possible from its inception a year ago up through its final execution.  She thought it was an inspiring event for all who attended.  
 7.3   Network Against  Hate Crime – Feedback on November 15, 2007 meeting on Racialized Gang: Deferred to next meeting due to time constraints.
8.  Internal Committees
8.1 John Anson Ford Awards Committee wrap-up report: Deferred to next meeting due to time constraints.

8.2   Legislation Committee has had no meetings and report was deferred until Chairperson can be present.  

9. Commissioner Comments / Announcements:   None
10. Adjournment – At 2:07 pm., it was MSC (Cannella/ Montaño) to adjourn in memory of Hon. Augustus “Gus” F. Hawkins, the first African American elected from California to the U.S. Congress, he shaped civil rights  fair employment, fair housing and equal access to public accommodations laws for more than fifty years combined in the California Assembly and the US Congress.  He died at the age of 100; The adjournment was also in memory of Commander Homer Broome, the first African American to  achieve the rank of Commander in the LAPD and he did so remarkably during the era of Chief William H. Parker.
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