On October 27, 2007, an estimated 3,000 teens at 65 different locations throughout Los Angeles County participated in the 2nd Teens Make A Difference Day in Los Angeles.  Consistent with the spirit of National Make A Difference Day, two interns from the L.A. County Human Relations Commission, Juan Huezo, a recent graduate from UCLA, and Xochitl Rodriguez, a senior at Bonita High School in La Verne, CA were the primary volunteer coordinators of the project and the 2007 Committee. In addition, the 2007 Committee included teens, seniors and youth organization and government agency representatives from Connect LA, L.A. City Department of Recreation and Parks. Partnerships with Poseidon School, Los Angeles Junior Chamber of Commerce, LA Unified School District Beyond the Bell Branch, LAUSD Title IV Health Education Program and LA Conservation Corps Clean and Green Program.
Teens Make A Difference Day 2007 in Los Angeles grew into a countywide collaboration led by the L.A. County Human Relations Commission, whose mission is to foster harmonious and equitable intergroup relations, empower communities and institutions, engage in non-violent conflict resolution and promote an informed and inclusive multicultural society.  In order to support the goals of the national Make A Difference Day effort, the teen-oriented initiative in Los Angeles County, which includes 88 cities and over 10 million residents, was matched with the Commission’s zerohour: No Haters Here! youth initiative.

The Commission believes that Teens Make A Difference Day is a perfect complement to its many youth initiatives.  As a result, teens were encouraged and supported to implement one-time or on-going self-initiated volunteer and community service projects in their community teens were encouraged to consider collaborative projects with other teens from different racial and ethnic, or geographic communities or organizations in order to strengthen and improve intergroup relations and understanding among and between teens in the County of Los Angeles.
Highlights from a very successful day, included visits that volunteers, committee members and Commission staff made to various projects including one at the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation at Kenneth Hahn Park State Recreation Area where 80 teens from Crenshaw High School’s Eco Club under the guidance of park staff and volunteers from the Sierra Club camped out at the park in order to develop awareness about the environment. Their community service included walking the trails and picking up litter.  Then they met with a local botanist who taught them about the local flora in the park that are native to California. The project culminated in the teens planting trees, shrubs and flowers, many of which they had just learned the history and important facts such as their drought resistance. 

A second highlight was a project hosted by the City of Los Angeles’ Department of Recreation and Parks at Rancho Cienega Sports Center.  Teens at this site decided to feed the homeless because they had noticed a great need to feed the growing homeless population in their community. However, in the process of planning their community service they realized that many individuals that are homeless are often embarrassed about such a description and they decided to promote their project as a general feed the hungry project to not disrespect or discourage their intended target audience. 

The third highlight is a project called, 16, Cool, And Giving Back, which was held at the House of Blues, on the Sunset Strip in West Hollywood. This was a unique community service project because it was a fundraiser coordinated by Saleem Thompson of Culver City High School, for his 16th birthday party Saleem decided to celebrate life and use his birthday celebration as a way for his friends, classmates and family members to give much needed help to the Los Angeles Homeless Services Coalition by donating money rather than buying him presents. Almost 500 teens and adults attended and money was raised to donate to LA Homelessness Coalition.   The event served as a celebration, a fundraiser and a creative way to spread awareness about the 90,000+ homeless living in Los Angeles. 

In participating in the National Make A Difference Day, teens throughout Los Angeles County learned about leadership, teamwork and the importance of giving back and contributing to their neighbors, fellow community residents, and to the quality of life for the 10 million residents in the 88 cities of Los Angeles County. 
Projects ranged creative teen-led efforts to combine community service with activities they already participate in, for example having a swim-a-thon can food drive. Community service projects varied from 10 teen participants on a beatification project at their local park, and another with close to 500 teens and youth.  Regardless of the number of volunteers or size of the endeavor, the commitment and effort of teens in Los Angeles County should be commended. 

In addition, ten projects were recognized for Outstanding Achievement for quality, innovation and commitment.  6 projects received a cash award of $100 and four received $50 awards.  We are confident that all of the projects had at least one common important element, that ‘Teens can truly Make A Difference! 







***********

Teens Make A Difference Day 2007 - Awards

Thanks to a contribution of $800 from a Teens Make A Difference Day 2007 Committee member, Marjorie Marsushita, ten projects were selected to receive Special Recognition for their outstanding efforts. Six projects will receive $100.00 for Outstanding Achievement and four projects will receive $50.00 for Honorary Mention at the December 3, 2007 meeting of the L.A. County Commission on Human Relations.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING GROUPS AND TO ALL THE TEENS AND ADULTS WHO VOLUNTEERED IN TEENS MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY 2007 IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY!!

Outstanding Achievement - $100.00 Awards

Most Unique Project 

Jessie Owens Park, L.A. County Department of Parks and Recreation
Best Teen Club 

-Rancho Cienega Park, L.A. City Department of Recreation and Parks
Most Original Idea
-Vineyard Recreation Center, L.A. City Department of Recreation and Parks

Most Unique Cleanup
-Lincoln Heights Recreation Center 

L.A. City Department of Recreation and Parks

Dirtiest Hands Project
-Crenshaw High school Eco Club at Kenneth Hahn State Recreation Park 

Jessie Owens Park, L.A. County Department of Parks and Recreation
Diversity Award
Sports Explorer

Non Profit/Community Organization

Honorary Mention - $50.00 Awards

Intergenerational Award
- Mona Park, L.A. County Department of Parks and Recreation

3 Recognition Awards:
-Helpline Youth Counseling (Non Profit/Community Organization)
-William Nickerson Recreation Center

L.A. City Department of Recreation and Park

-Cypress Recreation Center

LA City Department of Recreation and Parks
