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2007’s May Day Immigration and the Impact on the Community

Discussed at event co-sponsored by the Media Image Coalition and the Los Angeles Press Club

Los Angeles – The impact of last year’s May Day immigration rally – and reforms instituted by the police in its wake – will be discussed at a panel on Thursday, May 8th.  The event is co-sponsored by the Media Image Coalition and the Los Angeles Press Club.

Reporters and filmmakers involved in Latino issues will look back on the rally near MacArthur Park, and discuss its impact on reporting immigration issues.  The panel will also examine changes in procedure by the Los Angeles Police Department aimed at preventing abuse by officers on bystanders, demonstrators and media in the future.

“As emotionally disturbing as the events of May 1, 2007 were, it is vitally important that we examine how those images impact on the continuing coverage and portrayal of Latinos in the media,” said Ray Bradford, president of the Media Image Coalition.

Among those confirmed for the panel are Pepe Barreto, entertainment reporter for KMEX-TV; Yareli Arizmendi, screenwriter and star of the film “A Day Without a Mexican”; Rick Nahmias, writer and photographer of “The Migrant Project:  Contemporary California Farm Workers” and Laura Angelica Simon, who produced “Fear and Learning at Hoover Elementary.”  Police representatives are also being invited to attend.

The May 8th event is being held at the Steve Allen Theatre, 4773 Hollywood Blvd., is free and open to everyone.  Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the discussion will start about 7:45 p.m.  

Members of the Media Image Coalition can bring literature and information on their organizations for distribution to the media in attendance.
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